222          .              STUDIES IN A MOSQUE.

of the holy family, and the Persians, with their
love of the supernatural, turned them to the utmost
account, and elaborated a hundred quaint fancies and
curious dogmas, which considerably aided the propa-
gation of the SM3y heresy, and especially met with an
enthusiastic reception from the credulous Berbers,
from whose fostering succour most of the great sec-
tarian dynasties of Africa, Egypt, and Spain derived
their first strength. The splendid organisation of the
schismatics had no parallel in any of the other parties
of Islam, and the Da'is, or missionaries, of the Shi5a
spread the faith abroad in a propaganda which would
not have discredited the Society of Jesus. Finally,
the weakness of the orthodox 'Abbasy rule and the
unmanageable extent of theKhalif s dominions offered
a favourable field for rebellion, and as it needed a reli-
gious excuse to rouse Muslims against their spiritual
chiefs, the schism of 'Aly's house furnished a plausible
colour to all treasonable agitators, and became an
invaluable peg on which to hang an insurrection. The
founders of all the great dynasties that pretended to
a rival spiritual power claimed a descent, real or pre-
tended, from 'Aly and the daughter of the Prophet.

From these and like causes Shfism found favour
in a large part of the kingdoms of Islam; and
though in Africa it has lost most of its hold, Persia
and a part of India remain devoted to the House of
'Aly. Instead of journeying to Mekka, the Persian
pilgrims to the Meshhed 'Aly, the supposed tomb of
'Aly, in the desert near Eaifa, and to the Meshhed
Hoseyn, " the holy, blissful martyr for te seke " in his